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Useful contacts 
Parish Council Chairman  

Chris Taylor 

Parish Council Vice Chair  
Maggie Hutton 

Clerk to the Parish Council  
Kathryn Manchee 
Office Hours  
Monday to Friday 9am—5pm  

District Councillor for Bathavon 
West Ward,  
David Veale 

The Council Connect contact 
centre deal with telephone, 
text and email enquiries. 

Your Neighbourhood Police 
Team  

Curo Community Housing 

Camerton Community Hall 

Purbeck House  
Bridge Place Road  
Camerton, BA2 OPD  
01761 471497  
camertonparishchairman@ 
hotmail.co.uk  

Longacre  
Durcott Lane  
Camerton  
BA2 OQE  
01761 470954  
camertonparishvicechair@ 
hotmail.co.uk  

camertonparishclerk@  
hotmail.co.uk 
01761 411305  
www.camertonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

david_veale@bathnes.gov.uk  
The Gables  
89 Cooks Hill  
Clutton, BS39 5RD  
01761 452073  

www.bathnes.gov.uk/reportit  
councilconnect@bathnes.gov.uk 
01225 394041 

101  
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk  

01225 366000  

07716129569 
https://www.camertoncommunityhall.co.uk 
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Editor’s letter 
ARWEN ROSS 

Sitting in front of our first real fire of 

the year putting together this issue of 

Camerton Parish News, with a hot cup 

of tea and a spiced biscuit, children 

safely asleep upstairs after a brisk trip 

to the park in the chilly sunshine, it’s 

good to have the feeling that even as 

the darkest time of the year 

approaches, even in this season of 

cold winds and rain, ice, mud and fog, 

there are things to look forward to 

and enjoy every year. 

We had a beautiful autumn here in 

Camerton, with some absolutely 

stunning colours in the trees and skies  

- spotting castles, dragons and other 

such images in the clouds at sunset 

was a favourite pastime in our 

household through November, as was 

admiring the feathery patterns of the 

frost on car roofs and bonnets in the 

early mornings on the way to school. 

Wherever you are this winter season, 

I hope you have a cosy place to curl 

up in! Until next time, I wish you good 

health, season’s greetings and, of 

course, happy reading... 
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Parish Council News 
CHRIS TAYLOR 

Dear All 

It’s now time for 2017 to begin to come 

to an end – where has the last 12 

months gone?  One of the highlights of 

the last 12 months has been the way the 

community has pulled together to 

rescue the hall from, potentially, a dire 

situation. We now have a wonderful 

new committee who have worked 

tirelessly to get the hall on a better 

footing in terms of both its usage and 

financially.  Long may it continue. 

We have just started working with 

BANES on possible housing site 

assessments for the next local 

development plan. When we know more 

on this work we will keep you informed. 

We also continue to work with the police 

on various traffic issues in the parish, 

especially speeding and HGVs ignoring 

the width restriction through the parish.  

These are two more examples of where 

working together can help improve 

things. 

By the time you read this the result of 

the consultation on the future of the 

school should be known.  If the 

consultation ends with a decision to shut 

the school it will close at the end of the 

summer term in July 2018.  As soon as 

we find out more about the outcome we 

will let you know. 

The parish council would also like to give 

you an early warning to save the date of 

Thursday 19 April 2018 for the Annual 

Parish Meeting.  This is when we get 

together to hear about the main 

highlights of what has happened in the 

parish during the year April 2017 to 

March 2018.  We look forward to seeing 

many of you there. 

Have a good Christmas. 
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On Friday 6th October, Camerton Local 

History Group hosted an amazing 

evening on ‘Camerton Railway’ which 

took place at Camerton Community 

Hall. 

Colin Maggs was the guest speaker; 

he has written 103 books on railways, 

produced several DVDs and appeared 

on television.  He was awarded an 

MBE for his services to railway history.  

Colin shared his in-depth knowledge 

and wonderful old photographs with 

an enthusiastic audience of nearly 100 

people who came from Bristol, Bath, 

Keynsham, Frome and some from as 

far as Reading. 

Members of the ‘Camerton Local 

History Group’ spent a lot of time 

preparing and putting together an 

exhibition on ‘Camerton Railway’. This 

included many boards displaying 

snippets of local, useful information 

with old photos and maps alongside a 

table full of unusual artefacts. 

During a break for refreshments, 

people were able to relax and enjoy 

the exhibition and catch up with 

friends and neighbours they had not 

seen for a long time. 

On behalf of Camerton Local History 

Group, Julieann would like to say a big 

thank you to everyone that helped 

make the night a huge success. 

Camerton Batch 

Local Nature 

Reserve Supporters 

Group (CBLNRSG) 

Members Required 

Join this increasingly popular local 

group and help protect, maintain and 

develop this valuable historic local 

asset. 

Membership offers reduced members 

only events, discounted open events 

and products, members only website 

section, newsletter and management 

committee opportunities. Forms can 

be obtained from Louise Fry, 4 

Sunnyvale, Camerton, tel: 01761 

471280, email: 

Louise_fry@btinternet.com. 

Membership is free and open to all 

Camerton Local History Group 
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‘Community Spirit’ comes back to 
Camerton on Halloween  

Oh what a night! Camerton 
Community Hall committee invited 
the community to a Halloween Party. 
It attracted the creatures of the night 
to turn out en masse. The Zombie 
and Alien car park attendants were 
so good they almost frightened 
anyone away from coming in or 
leaving! They played their roles so 
well they were rewarded with a 
‘Bafta’ award from our very special 
guest and fancy dress judge, Anthony 
Head, who played in the series Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer. 

We had a spooky disco from the 
Horror Groom DJ and the most 
amazing variety of scary food 
donated by imaginative residents. 

The Hall and grounds were decorated 
with pumpkins galore. The hall was 
decked out with giant spiders on the 
ceiling and many other scary 
characters.  We have never seen so 
many children dress up and it was so 
good to see them playing old 
fashioned games such as apple 
bobbing, pin the nose on the witch 
and trying to eat doughnuts hanging 
from strings. There were also several 
competitions and many children, 
parents, grandparents, friends and 
neighbours made the effort to dress 
up.  Judging the different ages of the 
‘Fancy Dress’ competition was a very 
difficult task as everyone that took 
part was so good.  Anthony did us 
proud and was a great judge. 
Madam Pumpkin would like to say, 
on behalf of the committee, a huge 

Camerton Community Hall 
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Thank You to all the people who 
helped provide food, decorations and 
with many other tasks. Your help was 
very much appreciated and you helped 
make this event a huge success. We 
were delighted to see the hall so well 
supported and we raised just over £100 
in donations. 

See you all again next year! 
  Madam Pumpkin 

 

Financial update 
 
The income level of the Hall has risen 
significantly which, together with 
several financial donations, has 
ensured the Hall has a future. At 
present every penny raised is spent on 
upgrading and improving facilities.  
The Hall is being totally re-wired; once 
this is completed we will be fundraising 
to replace the heating system in the 
main hall and bar area, which will cost 
around £10,000 but save money in the 
long term. 
 
A grant of £1856 has been awarded by 
the Ralph and Irma Sperring Charity to 
further develop the Spinney into an 
educational and recreational resource. 
A pathway will be created through the 
trees and the infrastructure improved 
to provide facilities for visitors to enjoy. 
The support received from the 
community, both hands-on and 
financial, is much appreciated. If you 
have any fundraising ideas, know of 
any funding opportunities or can help 
in any way please let us know. 

Winter Talks 

The series of Winter Talks started in 
October with a talk and film show on 
the Somerset and Dorset Railway by 
Andrew Linham. The event was well 
supported and a great success, raising 
over £200. 

All talks start at 7pm. The entry fee is 
£5 per person, which includes tea/
coffee and biscuits. 

15th December: ‘The Launch and Re-
launch of the SS Great Britain’, by Ian 
Caskie. 

19th January: ‘Memories of a Miner’s 
Daughter 1930’, by Denis Chedgy. 

23rd February: ‘A Step Back in Time & 
Boyhood Memories of Camerton’, by 
Julieann Biggs & Bryn Hawkins. 

For more details please go to the 
website 
(www.camertoncommunityhall.co.uk). 
If you have any suggestions for 
speakers please let us know.  
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Environmental Enhancement 

HEATHER EDWARDS 

At the time of writing this the trees are 

almost bare, the clocks have been put 

back and the evenings drawing in. 

Consequently there is a lot of clearing 

up to do in the gardens and very little 

time in which to do it. 

That said, the two large boundary 

displays and the coal truck have been 

planted up, plus a few other planters so 

we are at least looking tidy for the 

winter and these displays will again 

help to brighten our days in the spring. 

Just as a reminder to those who have 

not yet planted-up the purple boxes 

they very kindly plant and maintain, the 

colours we are using are yellow, purple 

and white. 

You may recall my plea in the autumn 

newsletter for help with planting, 

watering or maintaining one of the 

displays in the Parish near you. 

Disappointingly, I have not received one 

response. 

The idea behind the ‘South West in 

Bloom’ competition, and the reason 

Camerton first entered, was to involve 

the community in a project to improve 

our environment. Please don’t sit back 

and wait for others to step up – 

Camerton Needs You. 

My sincere thanks to the small number 

of people who do help, and my very 

best wishes to you all for a Very Happy 

and Healthy Christmas and New Year. 

Heather Edwards   470175 
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On Friday 28th April, we celebrated the 

50th Anniversary of the Community 

Mini Bus! The celebration took place at 

Welton Rovers Football Club, where a 

buffet lunch was held for everyone who 

was connected to the Mini Bus, past 

and present.   

Founded in April 1967, the bus was 

commissioned to enable the elderly, 

disabled and small groups of the public 

who had difficulty in getting to and 

from their houses to go to their Lunch 

Clubs, Church Services, outings, etc. 

This, in turn, helped them to feel part 

of society and enabled them to attend 

events around the area. 

We are pleased to say that the Bus is 

still thriving today!!! 

If you would like to know more, would 

like to use the Mini Bus, or perhaps 

become a volunteer driver, please 

contact our Co-ordinator Mrs Debbie 

Gunfield on 01761 416910 for 

information, or our Transport Manager 

Mr Nick Rogers on 01761 413872. 

Registered Charity No. 276166. 

Midsomer Norton & Radstock Community Service 

Vehicle Trust Celebrates its Golden Anniversary 

CAMERTON COMMUNITY HALL 

Large hall, kitchen, field and car parking, plus good bar facilities 

All you need to make that Special Occasion memorable 

Support YOUR HALL and book your special event here 

 From only £10 per hour 

Tel: 07716 129569 

10% discount for Hall Members (see separate advert) 
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With the winter approaching the Batch is 

slowly closing down from a pure nature 

perspective. The deciduous trees are 

starting to lose their autumn glory and 

becoming bare and the fir trees resting 

in their evergreen state. The animal 

population continues to thrive, with 

some already in hibernation. The 

undergrowth is dying back and exposing 

the areas that need some attention 

before next spring. All in all the state of 

the Batch is fine, especially considering 

the forestry work that was undertaken 

this year, but some urgent maintenance 

and rebuilding of the footpaths and 

steps needs to be undertaken. 

The management aspects of the Batch 

LNR are now in the hands of a few 

stalwarts; we have lost a few more 

committee members, leaving four 

committee members. It is intended to 

continue with this skeleton team until 

such time as new committee members 

become available. So if any of you out 

there feel you can help in any way please 

contact the secretary Louise Fry, either 

by e-mail (Louise_fry@btinternet.com) 

or phone (01761 471280), or even knock 

on our door if that is more convenient to 

you. 

We have still not been able to sell the 

timber from the felling operations in the 

spring but are pursuing some contacts 

with timber merchants and other users 

of bulk timber. This needs to be done 

preferably before the end of the year.  

Some of the timber has been provided to 

the Radstock Museum to provide the pit-

props in the coal-mine mock-up.       

There are two key activities to be 

undertaken on the Batch over the 

remaining autumn and winter period, 

that being the complete rebuild of the 

steps and railings on the eastern flank as 

the original steps needed to be removed 

for the felling work. This is not a simple 

task and due to the steep slope needs to 

be undertaken by qualified ground /

forestry labour, the estimated cost being 

in the order of £2000. The other task is 

the replanting of some 500 saplings 

which have been provided by the 

Woodland Trust together with the stakes 

and plastic protection tubes. These 

represent the stock for the broadleaved 

conversion of the Batch to a more 

deciduous reserve. The saplings 

provided are Grey and Goat Willow, 

Silver and Downy Birch, Cherry, Elder, 

Field Maple, Hazel, Rowan, Oak, Crab 

Apple, Dogwood, Holly, Hawthorn, 

Camerton Batch Local Nature Reserve Supporters Group 

TONY FRY 



11 

 

Camerton Batch Local Nature Reserve Supporters Group  

Blackthorn and Dog Rose. Once again, 

due to the steep ground the planting 

needs to be undertaken by professional 

woodland management staff supported 

by voluntary labour.   

Both these tasks require funding and 

unfortunately, we have insufficient funds 

to cover all this work. We are currently 

looking at grant aid but there is no 

guarantee that this will be forthcoming. 

We are therefore going to introduce a 

sponsorship scheme for the tree planting 

at £5 per sapling and the new steps at 

£15 per step. Application forms will be 

distributed in the near future. 

Sorry that this report is a little down-

beat but I am convinced that we will 

overcome the committee shortages and 

will continue to provide a full 

stewardship of our Local Nature Reserve. 

The 100 Club will continue to support 

some of the work but we are losing 

members; however it is still viable and 

will continue. I would like to thank all of 

you who continue to support the Batch 

Management and wish you all a very 

Happy Christmas and New Year.  

Tony Fry  
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Neighbourhood Watch 

Brian Edwards 

Clocks have been put back and we are 

well into autumn, by the time you 

receive this issue of the newsletter we 

will be thinking of Christmas, perhaps 

most of us already have Christmas in 

mind, certainly the media and shops are 

way ahead of us. 

Now that the dark evenings are with us 

we must be on our guard not to let 

those of criminal intent get way ahead 

of us. The latest incidents locally are: 

Timsbury – theft from vans parked in 

Bloomfield Road, North Road and South 

Road, tools stolen in each case. Doors 

and windows were forced in order to 

gain access. 

Clutton – theft from vehicle in Upper 

Bristol Road. Two unknown males 

forced entry into a van. The offenders 

left empty handed after the vehicle’s 

alarm was activated. It is believed they 

were searching for tools. 

Still in Clutton – unknown person(s) 

damaged the rear glass door of a 

residence, clearly trying to gain access. 

The puncture marks in the glass of the 

door appeared to have been caused by 

an air gun. 
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Burglaries – there has been a rise in 

burglaries throughout the area. 

Offenders have entered properties 

after trying the door handles to see if 

the door had been locked correctly. 

Residents are reminded to check that 

all unattended doors are locked using a 

key, just raising the door handle does 

not fully engage the locking 

mechanism. Burglars take advantage of 

this and enter the property often 

without the resident’s knowledge. 

Fraudsters – please be aware of this 

type of crime. A male claiming to be 

from Visa telephoned a resident in the 

Hunstrete area saying that there had 

been suspicious activity on their credit 

card. After providing incorrect details 

of where it had been used, he then 

quoted numbers from the card and 

said his colleague would visit the 

resident later. A male came to the 

house and persuaded the resident to 

hand over the card saying they would 

receive a replacement card in a couple 

of days. The resident grew concerned 

and contacted the bank which 

confirmed that money had been taken 

from the account. The visitor had no 

official identification but showed a 

driving licence. There are lessons to be 

learnt here – banks/credit card 

companies do not contact their clients 

in this way. 

If you are concerned or see anything 

suspicious please call a neighbour, your 

local Neighbourhood Watch contact or 

Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111, or 

the Police on 101. If it’s serious, dial 

999. 

Have a pleasant and restful Christmas 

and a safe and healthy New Year. 

Brian Edwards   470175      
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Dunkerton WI 
Dunkerton WI meets at Tunley 
Recreation Centre (BA2 0DZ) on the 
second Tuesday of the month 
(except for August). Meetings start 
at 7.15pm and end about 9.30pm. 
Every meeting we have a speaker or 
an activity. Tea, Coffee and biscuits 
follow the speaker with lots of chat. 
We are a very lively, friendly group 
and our numbers are growing year 
on year - there are many members 

from Camerton. There is also a 
vibrant craft group and we are 
working on lots of ideas to develop 
new groups and activities. 
 
If you would like to join us as a 
visitor you can be assured of a very 
warm welcome – our WI is a great 
place to meet new people. You can 
find out more by visiting 
www.dunkertonwi.btck.co.uk 

CAMERTON COMMUNITY HALL 

MEMBERSHIP 

FREE to all Parishioners 18 years and over 

Benefits:  

10% discount on Hall Bookings 

Special Discount on Hall Organised Events 

Regular event updates 

FRIENDS OF THE HALL 

Want to help out occasionally, but don’t want the commitment? Then why not 

become a Friend of the Hall and help when it suits you?….No commitment. 

Contact: Heather on 01761 470175 
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Meeting Reports  
 
SEPTEMBER 2017 
 
During August many members 
enjoyed a Croquet taster session at 
Peasedown and Camerton Croquet 
Club which was followed by a cream 
tea.  A Christmas dinner at the King 
William in Tunley has been booked 
and plans for the monthly meeting 
on Tuesday 12th December will 
include a quiz thanks to Sue 
Wagstaff and Secret Santa. Our 
speaker for the evening was Pat 
Hase. Her talk was on The Life and 
Times of Ivy Millicent James 1879-

1965. Ivy was a children's postcard 
artist and illustrator. With the aid of 
projected pictures Pat showed us 
many endearing postcards and told 
us of Ivy’s life in Weston super 
Mare.  
 
OCTOBER 2017 
 
This was our annual Harvest Festival 
meeting. We had a very enjoyable 
and entertaining evening with a 
delicious meal which was followed 
by a very informative talk on 
Whales and Dolphins given by Ed 
Drewitt.   
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Calls to Police concerning the 
Camerton area in the last 3 months 
have been few and far between. This 
is great news and a real testament to 
the positive community spirit that 
exists in the area.   

However, an area of concern that 
Police are more frequently being 
called about is ‘dogs not being kept 
under proper control.’ This covers 
anything and everything from not 
clearing up faeces to bothering 
farmer’s livestock; all too often this 
results in attacks causing injury to 
people, livestock or the dog itself.  

The law is quite clear on this ever 
increasing issue…Where a dog 
defecates on land designated under 
the Act by a local authority, the 
person (other than a registered blind 
person) in charge of the dog 
commits a summary offence if he 
fails to remove the faeces forthwith: 
see section 3 of the Dogs (Fouling of 
Land) Act 1996.* 

AND: The person in charge of a dog 
who attacks or chases livestock 
commits a summary offence: section 
1 of the Dogs (Protection of 
Livestock) Act 1953.*  

I know there are responsible dog 
owners out there. Thank you and 
well done for ensuring the safety of 
yourself, your animal and others’ 
livestock. But there are some others 

out there who are somewhat less 
conscientious. Please consider the 
implications of you not looking after 
your animal in a responsible manner. 
Your actions could result in a 
substantial fine or your animal being 
put down. If you have been involved 
in an incident of this type you will 
know of the terrible distress that it 
causes to all parties. Please be a 
responsible dog owner at all times.   

Lastly, I was sad to hear that BANES 
are currently in a consultation 
process concerning the closure of 
Camerton School. The Beat Team 
have recently worked with the 
school on a number of Police related 
projects and we have got to know 
the staff and pupils well during these 
engagements. Personally I believe 
that the school brings many positives 
to the area and I believe that our 
community is made better for all the 
vitality, energy and richness of life 
that it brings. I have no bearing on 
the final decision-making process but 
our thoughts are with all the staff 
and pupils facing an uncertain 
future.   

 
Rob Hendra  

 
* More information can be found at: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 
 

Avon and Somerset Police Information 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/20/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/20/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/1-2/28
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/1-2/28
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/45/contents
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Recently I was browsing the Police 
website and I came across this…There 
are approximately 16 dwelling 
burglaries a day in Avon and Somerset. 
Half of these occur in Bristol, with 
increasing numbers in other areas like 
Weston super Mare, Bath and Yeovil.    

What is the first thing that stands out 
when you read this paragraph?   

Whilst it is easy to look at the areas 
mentioned and think “Well I don’t live 
there, therefore this doesn’t apply to 
me”, I would like to point out that the 
first sentence is equally important. 16 
dwelling burglaries each and every day 
is 16 too many. All of us (regardless of 
where we live) should be considering 
what steps we could take to prevent us 
being a victim of burglary.   

Another paragraph taken directly from 
the Police website…The average value 
of stolen property per victim is £531, 

with jewellery, tablets and wallets/
cards accounting for over half of all 
property stolen in home burglaries. 
However, alongside the loss of 
valuables, it’s the emotional and 
psychological impact of a burglary that 
really affects victims; the hassle and 
stress of having to cancel and reorder 
cards, coupled with the feeling of 
vulnerability and the impact on victims’ 
confidence. 

Amongst the many crime prevention 
tips I could give you (see website for a 
full and concise list) these are just 3 
that I would highlight.  Sometimes it’s 
the simple measures that we take that 
can make a massive difference.   

If you would like any further advice or 
a personal chat please contact a 
member of your beat team.  
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CPCC’s Mo Boys Wins CA’s Diploma for 

Services to Croquet 

At this year’s Croquet Association’s 

AGM, Mo Boys of the Peasedown & 

Camerton Croquet Club was presented 

with their Diploma for Services to 

Croquet. The citation read… Mo Boys 

spearheaded the creation of a new club 

at Camerton and Peasedown which 

launched in 2012.  She has been an 

inspirational Chairwoman: her 

phenomenal hard work and 

commitment have resulted in the 

establishment of an inclusive, friendly 

membership.  She has dedicated time 

and skill to coach players in the club 

and, for over a decade, throughout the 

South-West Federation… CPCC would 

not be known as it is today for its 

welcome and hospitality without her 

dedication and inspirational example. 

Throughout the summer CPCC have 

been holding their annual Golf Croquet 

competitions in open, handicap, and 

high handicap level singles and 

handicap doubles tournaments. Those 

knocked out in the first round were 

eligible for the corresponding Plate 

competition. Both the Open and 

Handicap Singles Trophies were won by 

Andy Loakes; the reward for his 

endeavours in the two years he has 

been playing. The most surprising 

winner was Sandra Fraser who, after 

last year’s dearth of wins, determinedly 

entered all the tournaments and won 

the most unexpected, the Open Singles 

Plate. She claimed it was luck after, in 

the final, for the third time, she placed 

her ball in the hoop’s jaw from a 

distance of over 10 yards. Obviously, 

luck improves with practice. Brian 

Wilson won the Handicap Singles Plate. 

The High Handicap Trophy was won by 

Christina Sandford and the Plate by Guy 

Milne. Patrick & Barbara Knight won the 

Handicap Doubles Trophy and Marie-

Jose Oldland and David Milford, the 

Plate. 

Because of League commitments, this 

year’s Association Croquet Tournament 

was reduced to a Short Croquet 

Competition, which Colin Britt won, 

followed closely by David Milford. 
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Where Do Croquet 

Players Go In 

Winter? 

If the photograph is any indication, 

they gather across the plains of the 

Camerton & Peasedown Croquet Club 

(CPCC). With many clubs hibernating 

for the winter, the thought of no 

croquet is too much for some. Throw 

in a watering hole, offering lunch and 

even a pint followed by tea and you 

have a mass migration that chases 

away flamingos. While storm Brian 

raged, swirling his skirts and blowing 

over the marquee, they gathered from 

seven clubs around the South West 

and Wales. 

This is the third year the club has run 

the fun-laden 64 Challenge, 

characterised by shouts of “Look Out” 

as a ball from a neighbouring half 

lawn rockets across the field of play of 

two other games. “Sorry.” Even under 

these conditions, Sarah Melvin from 

Dyffryn Croquet Club played a shot 

even she could not believe. Called a 

bouncing bomb or a Barns Wallace, 

her ball, bouncing repeatedly, jumped 

over two balls on its way to scoring 

the hoop six yards away. It is not only 

ankles that are in danger in such a 

melee of players. 

Although played as doubles, a high 

handicapped player always supported 

by a lower handicapped one, the 

pairings change as the result of each 

game. Hence prizes can be awarded 

on an individual basis. This year there 

were 44 players on the lawns at the 

same time. CPCC members, less than 

half of the 49 taking part, some 

playing a half day only, made up the 

required number (a multiple of four). 

The winner was David Christie of 

CPCC, who started only this year 

attending the club’s beginners’ 

course. He won 4 of his games, 

drawing the other. Second was Kate 

New from Bath, followed by the CPCC 

pairing of Pam Skeet & Marie-José 

Oldland, beaten on aggregate hoops 

only. 

Camerton & Peasedown Croquet Club 

continues playing stalwartly through 

to next season. 
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Wed 10 Jan 2018: Botany drinks at Prince of Wales, Peasedown 

St John 7-9pm 

A chance for Botany Walkers to socialise over the winter months. 

All welcome. 

Wed 7 Feb 2018: Botany drinks at Prince of Wales, Peasedown St John 7-9pm 

A chance for Botany Walkers to socialise over the winter months.  All welcome. 

Wed 21 Feb 2018: Talk by Dan Cragg of Bristol Zoo on their conservation work 

Coffee & cake from 7.30pm, talk at 8pm. Members £2, non-members: £3. At 

SWALLOW – see directions below. 

Wed 7 Mar 2018: Botany drinks at Prince of Wales, Peasedown St John 7-9pm 

A chance for Botany Walkers to socialise over the winter months.  All welcome. 

Wed 14 Mar 2018: Talk by Marion Rayner of Bath NATS on the Natural History of 

Smallcombe Cemetery 

Coffee & cake from 7.30pm, talk at 8pm. Members £2, non-members: £3. At 

SWALLOW – see directions below. 

Our venue for indoor meetings: 

SWALLOW, Old Engine House, Old Pit Road, Midsomer Norton, BA3 4BQ 

If coming from Midsomer Norton, go up Silver Street, turn left into Charlton Rd, then 

at the end go left onto A367 towards Radstock. Go past the row of shops on the left: 

Fosse Way Co-op store & Whitstones fish & chip shop.  About 300yards further, just 

past zebra crossing and past Buildbase on your right, turn left at the sign for ‘Sun 

Chemical: opposite the children’s playground/bowling club. This is a single track road 

- go along, road curves to the right, and just past the bend is the entrance to 

SWALLOW (sign on noticeboard at entrance). Go through the gateway and the 

meeting room is straight ahead on the far left. Plenty of parking. Please note that 

SatNav may take you astray! 

If you need any more information about anything please phone Judy on 07460 

278311 or email judy@swallowcharity.org. 

Cam Valley Wildlife Group Events 
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Cam Valley Arts Trail 

A FABULOUS, FESTIVE, FIFTH CAM 

VALLEY ARTS TRAIL 

A fabulous, festive, fifth Cam Valley Arts 

Trail was celebrated recently across 

villages in the Cam Valley. 

Forty artists from the group showcased 

their work and shared their talents 

through free workshops in many diverse 

crafts: photos in fabric, willow snails, 

needle felting, gilding wood, botanical 

printing and batik painting, to mention 

a few. 

Chair of the group, Karen George, said: 

"We are thrilled that so many people 

took the opportunity to visit our art trail 

over the weekend and support all our 

local artists and help us celebrate our 

fifth birthday too!" 

Helen Rushton, at the Clutton venue, 

said: "We've received so many positive 

comments from visitors: 'Magical 

November morning'; 'A fun, and a 

learning experience'; 'Really enjoyed 

meeting the makers of such splendid 

artwork'. 

Cam Valley Arts Trail hopes to see many 

more people at their workshops event 

on Saturday 24 February 2018 in 

Timsbury, and readers should save the 

date of Saturday 28 April 2018 for our 

Spring Exhibition & Sale, also in 

Timsbury. See our website for details 

and to book workshops in the New Year 

- www.camvalleyartstrail.co.uk. 
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A SNEAKY PEEK AT RADSTOCK 
MUSEUM’S DIGITISED CATALOGUE 

Now available to see on the 
museum website at 

 http://radstockmuseum.co.uk/
pubcat/  

 

Somerset Coalfield Life at Radstock 
Museum holds a unique collection of 
old photographs, documents and 
artefacts related to the social and 
industrial history of the former 
Somerset Coalfield. This comprises of 
a rich mix of photographs, pamphlets, 
postcards, maps and objects. The 
total number of entries in the 
Catalogue exceeds 37,000. To date, 
the museum volunteer 
documentation team have digitised 
17,000 of these and more are being 
added all the time. 

But without starting an official 
research project, there is no way for a 
member of the public to even guess 
what might be in the archive.  

So the Museum website volunteers 
have put, on-line, a sub-set of 2,700 
of the Museum’s catalogue entries, 
all with associated images, hoping to 
provide enough information for 
people who have special interests in 
local history, villages, railways, 
coalmining, etc. to get a better idea 
of what the catalogue contains.   

Once you have browsed the online 
catalogue, should you wish to 
research further, you can visit the 
Museum in the first instance, where 
visitors have FREE access to the 
research room to browse using the 
Museum computers, where a larger 
selection of images can be found. 
More specific enquires can be 
emailed to Volunteer Head of 
Research, Anny Northcote: 
research@radstockmuseum.co.uk  
Then, if you choose, for a very small 
fee, you can book an appointment to 
come into the museum and meet 
Museum volunteer researchers who 
can help you to carry out further 
investigations with access to the full 
archive including looking at actual 
documents, photographs and objects. 
Copies of photographs and 
documents can be bought for a small 
fee to cover printing costs.  

Radstock Museum 

http://radstockmuseum.co.uk/pubcat/
http://radstockmuseum.co.uk/pubcat/
mailto:research@radstockmuseum.co.uk
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To get started, go to:  http://
radstockmuseum.co.uk/pubcat/    and 
type in KEYWORDS, for example, local 
villages/place names, type in: 
Camerton, Timsbury, Holcombe, 
Radstock, Kilmersdon, Pensford, etc. 
Local surnames: Edgell, Maggs, 
Dando, Cottle, Inchley, Gulliford, etc. 
Local collieries: Ludlows, Norton Hill, 
Newbury, Braysdown, Kilmersdon, 
Edford. Railways: Somerset and 
Dorset, GWR, engine, steam, wagons, 
bridge, narrow gauge, station, 
footbridge, etc. Dates: July 1904, etc. 
Events: birth, death, wedding, fete, 
disaster, killed, etc. Other topic 
keywords include: pit rescue, strike, 
and winding gear.  

The Museum is keen to make links 
with groups such as all the local 
history groups in the area and other 
mining associated concerns, 
museums, etc. The archive could be a 
fantastic resource for such groups to 
use in research. If your local history 
group, etc has its own website or 
other social media, the Museum 
would be happy to share reciprocal 
links with you from this page on its 
website. Please email 
webmaster@radstockmuseum.co.uk  

The Museum volunteer 
documentation team are not 
specialists or experts: they know that 
some of the catalogue entries could 
be inaccurate. If you discover an 
error, please let the Museum know so 
corrections can be made. 
catalogue@radstockmuseum.co.uk  

With respect to the copyright of 
images: Somerset Coalfield Life at 
Radstock Museum has performed 
‘due diligence’ in establishing the 
rightful owner of the copyright for all 
the images that it holds in the 
Museum archive. No images may be 
copied from this website or used 
without the permission of the 
copyright owner. 

Enjoy browsing!  
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SOMERSET COALFIELD LIFE AT RADSTOCK MUSEUM 
WINTER PROGRAMME 2017-18 

9th December: A Victorian Christmas 2- 4:30pm Venue: Radstock Museum. 
FREE festive family event packed with Victorian Christmas crafts to make and 
music. See the miner’s cottage ready for Christmas; what special goodies will 

be on offer in the old Co-op shop? All the volunteers will be in Victorian 
costume. In the tearoom you can enjoy warming winter refreshments and the 

museum shop will be open for those last minute unique Christmas gifts. 
www.radstockmuseum.co.uk 

 

February – May 2018 : Exhibition An opportunity to see some of the 
interesting articles from the museum's collection which are not usually on 

display. Included will be the contents of a country doctor’s bag in the 
1930s www.radstockmuseum.co.uk 

Norton/Radstock Ramblers  

Norton/Radstock Ramblers are a small group of people who love to walk. 

We meet nearly every Sunday and the first and third Wednesdays in the month. 

Our walks are quite varied and are usually between 6 and 9 miles approx. 

On Sundays we meet at South Road Car Park, Midsomer Norton to car share, 

and on Wednesday we meet at Paulton Car Park (behind the takeaway) to car 

share. 

If you would like to join us on one or more walks, or would just like to know 
more about us, please go to our website: www.nortonradstockramblers.org.uk 

file:///C:/Users/Finance/Documents/Newsletter/Winter%202017%20newsletter/www.radstockmuseum.co.uk
http://www.radstockmuseum.co.uk/
http://www.nortonradstockramblers.org.uk
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Where is this? 

Do you recognise this spot in the parish? If you think you know the answer, send 
your guesses to camertonparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk.  
All will be revealed in the next issue. 

Photo by Tony Fry 

The Autumn 2017 edition’s photograph was the Sellers entrance of Durcott Lane. 
The first correct entry received was from Wendy Venn & Victoria Maggs. 

mailto:camertonparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Christmas and New Year 
collections and tips  

Happy Christmas and thank you for all 
you have recycled this year. 

There are NO collections on these bank 
holidays. Our Recycling Centres are also 
closed. 

 Christmas day - Mon 25 December 
2017 

 Boxing day -Tues 26 December 2017 

 New year’s Day - Mon 1 January 
2018 

You can check your revised collection 
dates by entering your address 
www.bathnes.gov.uk/checkcollection  or 
on your collection calendar with your 
rubbish bin/bag. 

Please make sure you put your rubbish 
and recycling out by 7am on your correct 
collection day or after 8pm the previous 
evening. Putting it out by 7am is really 
important as our crews will be getting 
used to new routes and you may find 
your collection times have changed. 
Remember to bring your empty 
containers back in as soon as possible on 
your collection day, to help keep our 
streets clean and tidy.  

Please don’t put extra bags next to your 
rubbish bin/re-usable rubbish bag. 
Instead, on occasions where you may 
have extra rubbish please take it to one 
of our Recycling Centres - before you 
visit check that you have recycled 

everything you can. Recycling more and 
putting less out for rubbish collection 
helps to keep our service affordable. 

Garden waste collections  

There are NO garden waste collections 
from Monday 25 December 2017 to 
Monday 8 January 2018 inclusive.  
Normal garden waste collections start 
again on Tuesday 9 January. 

Free Christmas tree collections 

From 9 to 31 January 2018 we will 
collect your real Christmas tree for 
composting, as part of our every other 
week garden waste collection service. 
Please:  

 Cut up your tree if it is more than 1.2 
metres tall so it will fit in our vehicles 

 Remove the pot and any decorations 
first 

 Put it at the edge of your property on 
your garden waste collection day so 
that our crews can easily see it.  

Please check our website, local radio, 
facebook  www.facebook.com/
recycleforbathnes and twitter for 
updates to collections if we experience 
extreme weather this winter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/checkcollection
http://www.facebook.com/recycleforbathnes
http://www.facebook.com/recycleforbathnes
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Recycle more this Christmas 

It’s important to make full use of your 
recycling collection to recycle all you 
can and to create space in your new 
rubbish container. Please use the green 
box stickers included with your wheeled 
bin/re-usable rubbish bag as a guide to 
show how to sort your boxes. That way 
we collect only the items we can 
recycle, and our crews can sort quickly 
and correctly into our new vehicles. You 
can print more stickers from our 
website www.bathnes.gov.uk/recycle 

Food recycling -use your collection for 
all food waste, including meat and fish 
bones, fruit and veg peelings, teabags 
and plate scrapings. Visit 
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com  for tips 
and advice to reduce the food you 
throw away and save you money.  

Green boxes - add these festive items 
to your green box(es)  

 

Box 1 – glass and paper 

 greetings cards, wrapping paper 
(white backed, non-foil), greetings 
cards and  gift tags 

 glass jars from mincemeat, 
cranberry jelly – just rinse first 

 Christmas jumpers, all clothes, 
shoes, accessories – any condition 

but they must be clean and dry so 
put in a plastic bag in your green 
box  

 batteries – all types in a tied plastic 
bag on top of your box so they don’t 
get lost 

Broken fairy lights and other small 
electricals – please place in an open 
carrier bag by your green box. 

Box 2 – tins, cans and plastic 

 

 clean foil including mince pie, 
quiche and meat cases 

 metal and plastic biscuit and sweet 
tins 

 empty aerosols including cream, 
shaving foam, deodorant, air 
freshener 

Find out more about what you can 
recycle www.bathnes.gov.uk/
wasteservices 

 And let’s start off the New Year with a 
resolution to recycle even more in 
2018. 

 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/recycle
http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/wasteservices
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/wasteservices
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Deadline for the next issue is 9 February. 

Dates for your diary 
Tue 12 Dec, 7.15 pm  WI Meeting, Tunley Recreation Centre  

Fri 15 Dec, 7 pm  
Talk by Ian Caskie: ‘The Launch and Re-launch of the SS Great 
Britain’, Camerton Community Hall 

Wed 20 Dec, 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting, Meeting Room, Purbeck Holiday Lets 

Tue 9 Jan, 7.15 pm  WI Meeting, Tunley Recreation Centre 

Fri 19 Jan, 7 pm 
Talk by Denis Chedgy: ‘Memories of a Miner’s Daughter 
1930’,  Camerton Community Hall 

Camerton Parish Council do not endorse any product or service that is 

advertised within this newsletter. 

Wed 31 Jan, 7.30 pm  Parish Council Meeting, Meeting Room, Purbeck Holiday Lets 

Tue 13 Feb, 7.15 pm  WI Meeting, Tunley Recreation Centre 

Fri 23 Feb, 7 pm  
Talk by Julieann Biggs & Bryn Hawkins: ‘A Step Back in Time & 
Boyhood Memories of Camerton’, Camerton Community Hall 


