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Useful contacts 
Parish Council Chairman  

Chris Taylor 

Parish Council Vice Chair  
Maggie Hutton 

Clerk to the Parish Council  
Kathryn Manchee 
Office Hours  
Monday to Friday 9am—5pm  

District Cllrs for Bathavon  
South Ward  

The Council Connect contact 
centre deal with telephone, 
text and email enquiries. 

Your Neighbourhood Police 
Team  

Curo Community Housing 

Camerton Community Hall 

Purbeck House  
Bridge Place Road  
Camerton, BA2 OPD  
01761 471497  
camertonparishchairman@ 
hotmail.co.uk  

Longacre  
Durcott Lane  
Camerton  
BA2 OQE  
01761 470954  
camertonparishvicechair@ 
hotmail.co.uk  

camertonparishclerk@  
hotmail.co.uk 
01761 411305  
www.camertonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

Matt McCabe 
07711 047267 
Neil Butters  
07762 245105 
cllrneilbutters@aol.com 

www.bathnes.gov.uk/reportit  
councilconnect@bathnes.gov.uk 
01225 394041 

101  
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk  

01225 366000  

07716129569 
https://www.camertoncommunityhall.co.uk 

mailto:cllrneilbutters@aol.com
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Editor’s letter 
ARWEN ROSS 

We’ve got an absolutely packed 

issue for you this spring, with lots 

going on in the coming months, 

much of it centred around our 

wonderful Community Hall. 

There are also loads of opportunities 

to get involved at the local 

community level - whether you are 

more interested in supporting 

events (attending or volunteering!), 

having your say in how council 

money is spent, saving the 

environment, making the 

community safer or more attractive, 

supporting charities or saving local 

bus services - it’s all happening in 

your area! 
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CHRIS TAYLOR 

Dear Parishioners 

I hope you all had a good Christmas 

and now we are looking forward to 

the spring and the warmer weather.    

Next month, on Thursday 23 April, the 

Parish Council will be hosting the 

Annual Parish Meeting at Camerton 

Community Hall starting 7.30pm.  I 

will be reviewing the events of the last 

twelve months and the Clerk will be 

reporting on the Parish Council 

finances for the financial year 

2019/2020.  Also on the agenda for 

the evening will be a talk on the 

climate emergency given by Sarah 

Warren, BANES Council’s Cabinet 

Member for Climate Emergency, and 

getting ideas from you on how we can 

best spend the Community 

Infrastructure Funds we have 

received. The great news is that since 

we received the £3,947.09 reported 

on in the last newsletter the Parish 

Council has received a second 

payment of £3,098.37 from another 

development in the parish. Therefore 

we now have £7,045.46 Community 

Infrastructure Funds. This money must 

be used on infrastructure such as play 

areas, parks and green spaces, sports 

facilities, and other community 

facilities. The levy can be used to 

increase the capacity of existing 

infrastructure or to repair failing 

existing infrastructure, if that is 

necessary to support development.  It 

can also be used on anything else that 

is concerned with addressing the 

demands that development places on 

an area. 

The other good news is that subject to 

ratification BANES Council has 

allocated some funds in their budget 

for next year for a design for a 

pedestrian footway on Red Hill. While 

it’s only the first stage of this project it 

is very welcome news.  

Another positive piece of news is that 

the Community Speedwatch 

volunteers have received their 

roadside training and are now ready 

to start monitoring the speed of traffic 

in the parish. As a reminder, 

Community Speedwatch is where 

members of the parish join with the 

support of the police to monitor 

speeds of vehicles using speed 

detection devices. Vehicles exceeding 

Parish Council News 
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the speed limit are referred to the 

police with the aim of educating 

drivers to reduce their speeds. In cases 

where education is blatantly ignored 

and evidence of repeat or excessive 

offences is collated, enforcement and 

prosecution follow. Volunteers receive 

appropriate training and are 

supported by our neighbourhood 

policing team. It would be great to 

have more volunteers involved so if 

you are interested please contact the 

clerk at 

camertonparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk. 

I hope to see lots of you at the Annual 

Parish Meeting.   

mailto:camertonparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Parish Councils have been granted the 

power by Parliament to raise money 

(the precept) to enable them to 

manage local affairs and to provide for 

the local community. This money is 

collected as part of the local authority 

Council Tax and then paid out to the 

Parish Council. As this is public money 

an internal and external audit process 

ensures that it is managed correctly. 

What do we pay for? 

 Salaries 

 Local Nature Reserve – Insurance 

and Health & Safety management/

maintenance 

 Litter collection 

 Membership of professional 

organisations to provide guidance, 

support and legal advice 

 Public Liability and Employer 

insurance 

 Auditing of Accounts – internal and 

external 

 Meeting Room costs & public 

meetings 

 Training for councillors and clerk 

 Office equipment, stationery, 

telephone, etc 

As we are a small Parish Council with 

little room to make cuts we have to 

meet ever increasing costs from 

suppliers plus costs relating to changes 

to employment regulations and 

administration recommendations. We 

always seek best value for money. 

Despite receiving the Community 

Infrastructure Funds this year we have 

had to raise the precept to meet our 

ongoing obligations especially as this is 

the last year we will get any funding 

from B&NES council. The Community 

Infrastructure Funds are a special one-

off windfall which must be used for a 

specific purpose rather than the 

normal parish council activity as funded 

by the precept. Therefore the amount 

that an individual Band D property will 

pay will increase by 13p a week. 

The Precept 
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Good News Stories 
In the last issue of the parish 

newsletter we featured local gymnast 

Willow Hughes.  Now we can update 

you with Willow’s results. Willow’s 

first away international competition 

was very successful; she won a Bronze 

medal on the individual beam and a 

Silver Team medal. It was a great 

experience for Willow to compete 

with the England team at this high 

level. 

Not to be outdone by his older sibling, 

Cypress has had a very good 12 

months progressing through Jiu-Jitsu 

competitions and winning several 

belts along the way. He has been 

invited to go to Los Angeles to 

compete in the Pam Am World BJJ 

Games. 

 

If you would like to share similar good 

news story about yourself or any other 

parishioner (with their consent of 

course) please send the information to 

the clerk on 

camertonparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk.  

The deadline for the next issue is 8 

May. 

 

 

 

 

 

Camerton based Private Chef. 

Available for all your culinary 

private party needs. 

www.bathchefdeparty.co.uk 

Home: 01761 470 562 

Mobile: 07827 440 659. 
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Camerton Community Hall 

‘WHAT’S ON’ AT CAMERTON 

COMMUNITY HALL?  

 

What a successful year 2019 was, with 

the introduction of regular events like 

Winter Talks and Bingo, not to 

mention the increased bookings for 

weddings, caravan rallies and various 

party bookings.     

The income from all these has enabled 

us to undertake a lot of the much-

needed improvements, but we can’t 

rest on our laurels.  

2020 brings new horizons and what 

horizons they are. We continue with 

the very popular Cash Bingo every 1st 

and 3rd Thursday of the month. Then 

there are our much-enjoyed Winter 

Talks, with our next one being “Behind 

the Scenes at Mendip Auction 

Rooms” presented by Nicky Houston 

of Killens Auctioneers to be held on 

Friday 27th March.  

Following our very successful Sri 

Lankan evenings and Christmas 

Lunches we are continuing our 

themed cuisine events with a ‘French 

Cuisine Supper’ on Friday 17th April 

2020, when we will have 3 courses of 

exquisite, authentic French food for 

only £15 per person, prepared by our 

regular “Bath Chef de Party”. Limited 

places available so to avoid 

disappointment please book early by 

contacting Sue on 07866112689 or 

email cchallsecretary@gmail.com. 

The grand event of the year will be 

our Camerton Gala Week, 9th - 16th 

August 2020, during which you can 

expect a whole week of various events 

(see insert for provisional calendar). 

Camerton Gala Week is being held to 

commemorate the joint anniversaries 

of the closure of the last pit in 

Camerton (70 years) and the opening 

of our lovely Community Hall (40 

years).  

The Gala Week starts with the famous 

Camerton Classic Car Show followed 

on the Monday evening by the official 

naming ceremony of our own small 

reclaimed nature reserve, Colliers 

Copse, by Michael Eavis. He will then 

host an informal session in the hall, 

“An evening with Michael Eavis”..... a 

‘not–to-be-missed’ event.   

The rest of the week will see a whole 

range of events: including a Quiz 

Night, Horse Race Night, 50’s Pub 

Singalong Night (in our newly named 

Jolly Collier Bar), Treasure in the Attic 

valuation day, culminating with the 
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Grand Finale on Saturday. This Grand 

Finale will include a Car Boot in the 

morning, Period dress Walking 

Football Tournament in the afternoon 

with sideshows and finish with a 

variety of live music in the evening.  

There will be displays about the 

history of Camerton provided by 

Camerton History Group and Radstock 

Museum. 

See 

www.camertoncommunityhall.co.uk 

for the full programme or pick up a 

free programme from various local 

outlets. More information in the 

June edition of this newsletter. 

There will be something for 

everyone, so please come along 

and join in the festivities; it will go 

down in local history.  

 

VOLUNTEERS  

As I am sure you all know by now, 

the survival of what is our last 

community social meeting place 

asset requires volunteers to help 

run these fund-raising events. We 

are always looking for new people 

to join the committee but we 

recognise that some people are 

happy to help but don’t want the 

commitment of being a committee 

member, so we have set up a pool 

of volunteers, ‘Friends of the Hall.’ In 

recognition of the help they give, 

Active Friends are entitled to 50% 

Discount (conditions apply) when 

hiring the hall. Why not come and join 

us by becoming a committee member 

or a Friend of the Hall; you can be sure 

of a warm welcome whatever choice 

you make. If you’re interested please 

contact Heather on 01761 470175 or 

email: bandh2910@gmail.com. 
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Save the 179  bus campaign 
Having saved the 179 service, albeit in 

its basic format (but a service 

nonetheless), we now need to build on 

that success to get a bus service FIT 

FOR PURPOSE. Why? Because it affects 

ALL of us and if we don’t increase its 

usage WE WILL LOSE IT! “I don’t care…

I don’t use the bus”. Well, if that’s 

what you think, perhaps you may like 

to consider this: 

Why does NOT HAVING A BUS SERVICE 

AFFECT ALL OF US? 

 If you own your home, NOT having 

a bus service affects its market value 

and selling potential; ask any estate 

agent worth their salt. 

 It increases private car journeys, 

resulting in more traffic, frustration, 

pollution and pressure on the 

emergency services. 

 If you don’t own your own car and 

depend on a bus to get to work it 

could mean that you have to change 

your job, or even where you live. 

 Some local children depend on it 

to get to and from school, what then? 

 If you live on your own and don’t 

drive, then a bus is a lifeline, being the 

difference between isolation or having 

something of a social life. 

 You may not need a bus service 

now because you use your car for all 

your current transport needs, but that 

may not always be the case. What if, 

for whatever reason, you become 

unable to drive, or just can’t afford to 

run a car anymore? 

Those trips to Bath to shop, socialise 
with friends or just enjoy the cinema, 
theatre, rugby or any other Bath-
based events may have to stop or at 
least be drastically reduced….shame 
really, especially when you think that 
some of your council tax may be 
subsidising those very facilities/events 
that you can no longer get to by bus! 
Our bus service is vital to our 

communities as much as the local 

shop or pub. 

WHAT CAN I DO? 

If you’re not currently a bus user, 

become one, even if it’s only now and 

then; you never know, you may even 

get to like it!  If you are a current bus 

user, try and use it more if you can. 

SHARE THE NEWS 

Don’t assume that everyone knows 

what’s happening to our buses; not 

everyone is on social media or reads 

the various news updates. Share what 

you know with them. 
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Every passenger journey helps save 

our bus and if we can prove just how 

much it’s needed by increasing 

passenger numbers then we will have 

a strong case to get those “lost” 

evening and weekend services 

reinstated.  

FEEDBACK 

We need to make sure that this new 

service meets our expectations, so if 

you have a bad experience don’t just 

moan about it, let us know.  

Conversely we’d like to hear about 

your good experiences as well. So 

please contact:  Damien Valentine on: 

darth.angelus@gmail.com. 

We fought hard to keep this service 

and its future is now in our hands, so 

don’t let this opportunity pass us by! 

The campaign continues, but we need 

to do it together! 

Member 

Residents of the Parish of Camerton 
aged 18 and over are entitled to 
attend and vote at the Annual 

General Meeting and/or become a 
Member of the Committee. Come 

along to an event or committee 
 meeting and find out more.   

 

Friends of the Hall 

Only a little time available but would like to help now and then?   

Become a Friend of the Hall without the commitment but ensuring you 
receive regular updates and invites to volunteer when you can.   

To sign up, call Heather on 01761 470175 

 

Camerton Community Hall welcomes your support  
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Rural Transport Update 
It’s been 6 months since the creation 

of the BANES Rural Transport Group, 

launched to help develop the future 

of rural transport services through 

this parish and other rural parishes 

across BANES.  

Over these 6 months, most attention 

has been on the commercial bus 

services through Tunley, and rightly 

so. We now have the 179 service 

contracted until August of this year 

(please see separate article). Looking 

to the longer term, the Group is 

involved in conversations between 

BANES and the new West of England 

Combined Authority to ensure that 

we won’t suffer unexpected and 

unpleasant surprises of sudden 

reductions in bus services as we did in 

2019. More news on that is expected 

soon. 

Now is the time to spend a while 

thinking about the other 2 options in 

the delivery of rural transport: 

Community Transport schemes (like 

Dial-a-Ride) and Volunteer Car 

Schemes (sometimes called car 

sharing.) These are two ways we can 

in the future compensate for, or cope 

with, any unavoidable reduction in 

the main commercial bus services like 

the 179. Here are a few words about 

each of them. 

Community Transport – that’s only 

available to a few old people for a few 

specific reasons, yes? It wouldn’t take 

you where you want to go? Or what 

you want to go for? Well do have a 

look at BANES’ website to show you, 

in a few clicks, what’s already 

available out there now to help 

residents do a few of these things: 

have a day out, attend a medical 

appointment, attend a community 

group or luncheon club meeting, go 

shopping, or visit family and friends. 

You may be surprised to see how 

much is already there.  Google BANES 

Community Transport or follow  

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/
community-transport 
Of course, these schemes won’t meet 

everyone’s needs at all times. But if 

more people are aware of them and 

use them they could offer you a 

valuable alternative to the main bus 

services if they aren’t running when 

you need them. And, if more people 

use these schemes, they can grow to 

offer more than they do now. Do have 

a look at the BANES website. 

 

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/community-transport
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/community-transport
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Volunteer Car Schemes – these aren’t 

“car sharing” schemes in the way 

people share cars to use the 2+ Lane 

on the Bristol Ring Road. These are 

more like local, volunteer, very low 

cost, taxi schemes that people can 

ring up to book a lift when and to 

where they need it.  Think a bit like 

Uber, perhaps. There’s a successful 

scheme in operation in Freshford that 

you can read about here: 

http://www.freshfordvillage.com/
transport-1/the-link 
What the Rural Transport Group has 

learned from the organiser of the 

Freshford scheme is that there are no 

special permissions required to set up 

and run one of these schemes, no 

involvement required from BANES or 

the Parish Council, no special 

additional insurance requirements for 

drivers, no special computer software 

needed, no huge set-up costs – so no 

barriers at all, really. All that’s 

required is a group of people who 

think the idea could work around here 

and are willing to give it a go. Could 

that include you?  Is anyone, or are a 

few of you, of a mind to meet and 

have an informal chat about how it 

could work here, and what for? If so, 

do crack on!  

http://www.freshfordvillage.com/transport-1/the-link
http://www.freshfordvillage.com/transport-1/the-link
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We continue to run the mini bus for 

groups that wish to get to their lunch 

clubs, outings etc. The mini bus is run as 

a charitable organisation, and we have 

volunteer drivers, willing to give up some 

of their time to run passengers to their 

destinations.  

Would you be interested in using the 

mini bus, or joining the band of volunteer 

drivers? If so, please contact our Co-

ordinator, Mrs Debbie Gunfield, on 

01761 753979. We are always looking for 

more volunteer drivers, and if you feel 

that this is something you would like to 

do, you can find out more by contacting 

our Chairman, Mr Melvyn Johnson, on 

01761 452585. 

Charity No. 276166. 

Carol Price 

Committee Member 

Midsomer Norton & Radstock 

Community Service Vehicle Trust 
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The West of England Combined 

Authority (WECA) is consulting on its 

bus strategy. The bus strategy 

outlines how the Regional Mayor and 

the Combined Authority’s ambition 

of doubling bus passenger numbers 

by 2036 can be achieved by 

improving the network, doubling 

frequency on some routes and 

creating better, faster, more reliable 

and more accessible services across 

the West of England. This is a once in 

a blue moon opportunity for 

everyone to influence the outcomes 

of WECA’s long awaited bus strategy. 

No matter what some people think, 

the health of rural bus services 

affects us all. 

How Do I Respond? 

To give your views on bus services in 

the West of England, visit  

Wanted: Your Views on the Future of Buses 

www.travelwest.info/transportconsultations 

Here you will be able to complete the consultation 

before it closes on 15 March 2020. 

Paper copies of the published documents and 

questionnaire are available on request by calling 

0117 428 6210 or by emailing 

consultation@westofengland-ca.gov.uk. 
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I well remember someone telling 

me the story of Michelangelo 

being asked how on earth he 

created his awe-inspiring 

sculpture of David. He replied 

that it was easy; all he had to do 

to the block of gleaming white 

marble was to remove from it 

everything that wasn’t David! 

The result: a masterpiece of 

incredible beauty. This set me 

thinking about the place of art in 

our contemporary society. 

Would anyone create something 

like “David” today? And if not, 

why might that be? 

With the death of Sir Roger 

Scruton this January, Western 

Civilization lost a great thinker 

and philosopher. Throughout his 

lifetime, Scruton was somebody 

who championed the role of 

beauty in fostering and enabling 

human flourishing. In a BBC 

documentary some years ago, 

entitled “Why Beauty Matters”, 

 
PRIEST IN CHARGE: 
The Revd. Tony Roake   01761 470249 
e-mail: tonyrgr@gmail.com 

 
LAY READER:             
Ann Meloy     01761 472155 
e-mail: ann.meloy@btinternet.com 
 
CHURCHWARDENS:  
Liz Dakin    01761 435580  
e-mail: liz.dakin@live.co.uk  
 
David Dando    01761 470606 
e-mail: Daviddando40@yahoo.com  

he argued that what he called 

“Western culture’s loss-of-touch with 

beauty” was a symptom of its loss-of-

touch with reality, especially any reality 

beyond the material world. 

In the documentary, Scruton 

contrasted great paintings, sculptures, 

music, and architecture of the past 

with the modern and postmodern 

embrace of an ugliness which fills many 

of our museums and art galleries 

today. This includes cans of human 

excrement, urinals, dead animals in 

tanks, sterile buildings, unmade beds 

and actual piles of rubbish. To call 

these things “art”, said Scruton, isn’t 

just to rob that word of any meaning, 

St Peter’s Church 

mailto:tonyrgr@gmail.com
mailto:ann.meloy@btinternet.com
mailto:Daviddando40@yahoo.com
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it’s to rob our world of meaning. Yet 

he was no art snob; he saw beauty 

in everyday surroundings, too. He 

even praised the finger paintings of 

children as tributes to the beauty 

they saw around them. 

Above all else, Scruton loved the 

unique treasures of Western art: 

Michelangelo’s “David” for instance, 

and the “Pietà” in St Peter’s Basilica 

in Rome – depicting the dead Christ 

cradled by His mother - which he 

describes as “ultimate beauty”. Such 

works of art tell the story of 

redemption through suffering, 

depicting the sacrifice that 

redeemed mankind; and he 

considered them not only to be 

artistic triumphs, but also to be 

witnesses to a “transcendent God”, 

and to the order He has built into 

His world.  

Scruton argued that belief in God – 

what might be called a “Christian 

worldview” – was the source of the 

greatest art the world has ever 

known, and that the degradation of 

art is a direct consequence of the 

West’s loss of faith. As a result, he 

believed that recovering both the 

appreciation and contemplation of 

beauty has the potential to lead us 

to the recovery of a faith-based 

worldview, and with it, the recovery 

of hope.  

So, perhaps the ugliness of much 

modern and postmodern art, and 

the even uglier and ultimately 

hopeless philosophies that often lie 

behind them, need not have the last 

word. Perhaps, Scruton suggested, 

as Dostoevsky claimed, beauty really 

can save the world! Or, at the very 

least, point us to the One who can. 

This Holy Week and Easter, we retell 

the story of the suffering and 

resurrection of Christ, and the 

redemption it brings, in all its 

awesome beauty. Do come to St 

Peter’s to hear it told afresh. 

Tony Roake: Associate Priest at St 

Peter’s, Camerton  

 

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES 

April 9th Maundy Thursday: Holy 

Communion - St Peter’s, Camerton 

at 7.30pm 

April 10th Good Friday: The Watch at 

the Cross - St Luke’s, Priston 12-1pm 

April 12th Easter Day: Holy 

Communion - St Peter’s, Camerton 

at 11.15am 
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Wedding, Anniversary, Birthday 
or regular group meeting? 

 
Large hall, kitchen and bar facilities 

Spacious grounds and parking in a stunning 
countryside location 

  
For hire from £12.50 per hour 

(Discount applies for Residents of the Parish of Camerton) 

  
www.camertoncommunityhall.co.uk 

or Tel:  Booking Secretary on 07716129569 
  

Book early to avoid disappointment! 
_______________________________________________ 

  
Camerton Community Hall, Meadgate, Camerton, Bath BA2 0NL 

www.camertoncommunityhall.co.uk 
Registered Charity No.  308263 

http://www.camertoncommunityhall.co.uk
http://www.camertoncommunityhall.co.uk
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Neighbourhood Watch 

Brian Edwards 

Hello everyone, welcome to spring 
2020; the trees and plants are 
already producing buds. We have 
been blessed with a mild winter so 
far; let’s hope the weather can only 
get better from now on. Whatever 
the weather we still have to be 
aware of the activities of those who 
wish to take advantage of us. 
 
Distraction Burglary – An elderly 
resident in Saltford was approached 
by a caller at the resident’s 
property, the caller claiming to be 
from one of the services companies. 
The caller entered into a 
conversation with the resident; 
meanwhile, an accomplice forced 
the back door of the property and 
entered searching for valuables. 
After the caller had left, the resident 
discovered that someone had been 
opening drawers and cupboards, 
strewing the contents about, and 
discovered that an amount of cash 
had been taken.   
 
Police advice, as always, is not to 
entertain callers you are not 
expecting and who can’t produce an 
identification card. If you are unsure 
ask them to come back another time 
or call a neighbour or our local 

Neighbourhood Watch coordinator. 
Get a chain fixed to your doors if 
possible. 
 
Burglaries – A garden shed was 
broken into at Timsbury with a 
garden strimmer being stolen. 
Police advise residents to ensure 
that their garden sheds and 
outbuildings are securely locked and 
if possible fit an alarm. 
 
Counterfeit Notes – Cashiers and 
landlords in South Gloucestershire 
have been advised to be aware of 
counterfeit £50 bank notes. Some 
public houses have reported that 
some customers have tried to pay 
for drinks with counterfeit notes. 
Police say that this appears to be 
part of a crime series within South 
Gloucestershire but could spread 
into our area. If you suspect that 
you are in possession of a 
counterfeit banknote please take it 
to your local police station. 
 
Catalytic Converters - There has 
been a large increase in the theft of 
catalytic converters from vehicles in 
the area. Six have been stolen in the 
Bath area recently from vehicles 
parked in public and business car 
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parks including Avon Street and 
Corn Street. The Park and Ride sites 
have also been targeted. It is 
recommended that drivers take 
additional steps to secure their 
vehicles if possible and for drivers to 
pay attention to any individuals or 
vehicles that are behaving in a 
suspicious manner.  
 
As always my parting note; if you 
see anything suspicious or you are 
uncertain about anyone calling at 
your door, never let them enter your 
property. Call a neighbour or your 
local Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) 
contact or call the police on 101. If it 
is serious, dial 999, or you can call 
Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111. 
 
Enjoy your springtime, stay safe and 
healthy and be vigilant. 
 
Brian Edwards  01761 470175      
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Avon and Somerset police report 

We are warning people to be on 

their guard against a telephone 

scam which involves a fraudster 

claiming to be an official from 

Amazon. The bogus official calls the 

victims on their landline and says 

they are from Amazon and querying 

either an issue with a payment or a 

problem with the victim’s Prime 

membership. We are aware of 

three incidents in the Avon and 

Somerset force area – two of the 

victims have lost a combined total 

of almost £15,000.    

During the call a pre-recorded 

message invites the victim to press 

1 on their phone to link to an 

operator. A long conversation 

follows in which the victim is asked 

to re-connect to the caller via a 

computer or mobile device and 

then allow Amazon to link to their 

account.  While they continue to 

talk to the victim, they ask them to 

log on to their online banking via 

the remote device to check 

whether a refund has been made to 

their bank. The caller talks to the 

victim, distracting them from 

looking at their device, while 

money is quickly transferred from 

their bank, or even an application 

for a loan is made while the 

banking session is open.  

 

Amazon will never call and ask for 

personal information, including 

bank PIN numbers and passwords. 

Any attempts for permission to 

remotely access your computer or 

phone should be a red flag warning.  

If you are suspicious or 

uncomfortable about the call, finish 

it immediately and call the 

company who claimed to call you, 

using their official number and try 

to use a different phone to ensure 

the telephone line has not been 

held by the scammer.  If any link to 

your device has been added by the 

scammer – such as TeamViewer – 

have it professionally removed and 

keep the device disconnected from 

the internet.  

 

ROB HENDRA 
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General advice….  

 

Neither the police nor the banks 

will ask you for banking details or 

PIN numbers on the phone. 

Similarly, they would never send a 

so-called ‘courier’ to collect bank 

cards or money.   

Our message is – don’t discuss your 

finances with anyone who calls you 

out of the blue, even if they claim 

to be a police officer or a 

representative from a bank fraud 

department or even a well-known 

company. Genuine callers will be 

happy for you to make an 

appointment to visit them at a 

bank branch or police station or for 

you to call them independently to 

verify that they have been trying to 

contact you. The police and banks 

will never ask you to withdraw cash 

on their behalf, arrange for cash to 

be collected by a courier, ask for 

details about your bank card or ask 

for the PIN on your card.  

 

If you know someone who 

may be vulnerable to this 

type of offence, please speak 

to them and share our crime 

prevention tips and remind 

them of the threat from 

telephone fraudsters. We 

would also appeal to taxi 

drivers who are asked to 

collect parcels or take people 

to banks to withdraw large 

sums of cash – especially the 

elderly – to be vigilant and 

contact us if they are 

suspicious. 
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Environmental Enhancement 

HEATHER EDWARDS 

I am so pleased to be able to tell you 
that plans are at last underway to 
replace most of our purple planters 
and repaint the few which are still in a 
reasonable condition. We are so 
grateful to a Camerton resident who 
has volunteered to make new boxes, 
beginning this task recently. As soon 
as they are ready I have offered to 
paint those that are sponsored by the 
Parish Council but if those residents 
who sponsor boxes individually would 

like to help by painting their own 
box, please let me know. We will 
of course supply the paint. 

We should have this task 
completed ready for our spring/
summer planting. I will contact 
those of you who maintain a box 
in good time so that any plants 
you may wish to save can be 
rescued before the change-over/
removal takes place. Thank you 
all for your patience on this 
matter and for continuing to plant 
and tend your lovely displays. 

By the time you receive this 
Newsletter it will be time to 
consider summer planting, so my 
suggestion is something really 
bright to complement the new 
boxes, e.g. bright pink, purple and 
a splash of bright orange. 

Best Wishes 

Heather Edwards   01761 470175  

A refreshingly warm 
welcome awaits you at 
Purbeck Holiday Lets

T: 01761 471358
E: enquiries@purbeckholidaylets.co.uk
W: www.purbeckholidaylets.co.uk

• 4 Star Accommodation
• Swimming Pool
• Gym & Sauna
• Hot Tubs
• Function Rooms
• Children’s Play Area
• Games Room
• Barbecue & Sun Terrace
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Mobile library routes across Bath & 

North East Somerset are set to 

change to extend the reach of the 

service, improve safety for users and 

reduce the library’s carbon footprint.  

The route review has been designed 

to encourage greater use of the 

mobile library by focusing on areas 

with no community library provision 

and removing dangerous stops.  

Every fortnight one day will be set 

aside for the mobile library to take 

part in outreach events, such as 

visiting schools to promote the 

Summer Reading Challenge or 

delivering a pop-up service at 

themed events. As a result of the 

new timetable all stops will be a 

minimum of 30 minutes.   

For Camerton this means that 

commencing Thursday March 5 the 

mobile library will make fortnightly 

visits to Camerton at the following 

locations.   

Camerton Community Hall, 11.30am 

– 12.00pm

Tunley Overdale, 12.45 – 1.15pm 

Subsequent visits will take place on 

March 19; April 2, 16, 30; May 14, 

28; June 11, 25. 

For full details of the changes and 

the new timetable go to https://

beta.bathnes.gov.uk/mobile-library-

service, call Council Connect on 

01225 394041 or email 

Mobile_Library@bathnes.gov.uk. 

Customers who find it difficult to 

access the mobile library as a result 

of the changes are encouraged to 

speak to mobile library staff or the 

Home Library Service team to discuss 

the most appropriate way to access 

library services. The Home Library 

Service is a free service designed for 

readers who have severely restricted 

mobility and are not able to reach 

their local library. Volunteers collect 

books or audio books from the 

council’s libraries and deliver them 

to service members at home. 

Mobile library routes review – what it 

will mean for you 
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The War on Plastic 
Like so many people I was appalled by 

the images shown in the last episode 

of Blue Planet II of the horrors of 

plastic and its effect on wildlife, and at 

the same time thankful that David 

Attenborough and his team brought 

the nightmare to our screens bringing 

awareness of what we are doing to 

this planet we so precariously live on.  

Like many I started looking at ways to 

recycle even more, and searched for 

ways to supplement what can go in 

our recycling box.  I recycle as much 

as possible already but with a fussy 

eating cat and a junk food husband 

there is a fair amount that the council 

recycling trucks can’t take and 

potentially will end up in a landfill 

site....enter TerraCycle!  Launched in 

the UK in 2009, TerraCycle partners 

with consumer product companies to 

recycle most of the waste that can’t 

be taken by the council, thereby 

diverting literally tonnes of waste 

from landfill and incineration. This 

sponsorship also means that 

individual collectors earn donations 

from the partner companies for their 

chosen charity or school by being a 

collecting point, and that the 

collected plastic waste is either 

upcycled, or recycled into a raw 

material that can be used in new 

products such as road surfacing.  

The good news is that big brands are 

taking up the gauntlet and getting 

involved. Companies like Unilever, 

Nestlé, Hovis, PepsiCo, and Proctor & 

Gamble are just some of the well 

known names now working with 

TerraCycle to recycle more, and some 

of these brands are taking like for like 

packaging from other brands too.  In 

2019 TerraCycle UK collected over 28 

tonnes of waste, and over 400 tonnes 

since its launch in 2009 which is about 

the weight of a jumbo jet!  When you 

think about the minimal weight of 

plastic and its derivatives this is an 

astonishing amount.  The scheme is 

not without its foibles as packaging 

must be clean (and dry), and fulfil the 

remit of what is and isn’t 

acceptable....sadly there are still items 

that can’t be recycled yet such as film 

lids from ‘heat and serve’ food, and 

medicinal blister packs for example, 

but there is an enormous amount that 

can be recycled that perhaps you 

wouldn’t have thought of....crisp 

packets, mascara wands, contact lens 

packaging, and toothpaste 

tubes....even pet food pouches (yes, 

that darn fussy cat again!). The 
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scheme is growing in strength with 

around 20 countries currently 

participating, and more and more 

acceptable packaging is being added 

to the list. This, combined with more 

manufacturers working towards less 

and more re-useable packaging, can 

only be a good thing.   

For Camerton currently the nearest 

TerraCycle drop off point is run by an 

amazing lady in Westfield by the 

name of Catherine Cooper.  She does 

a fantastic job assisted by friends to 

sort the waste and send it on to 

TerraCycle, and in doing so raises 

money for her charity. At the time of 

writing there is the strong possibility 

that another TerraCycle drop off point 

will become available in Peasedown St 

John, which would be fantastic as it’s 

much closer, and I will provide an 

update on the Camerton Community 

Facebook page and in the next 

newsletter when more is known.    

Now for the big ask... for us all to 

individually take suitable (clean) 

waste to Westfield creates a carbon 

footprint that could be reduced and is 

also a waste of fuel...so I am asking if 

any of our parishioners would be 

willing to be a collecting point that 

could then be taken to Catherine in 

one drop? I am happy to pick up and 

do the drop (well husband actually) 

but living in a mid-terrace cottage 

with no parking makes it unfeasible 

for me to be a collector sadly. If you 

would like a list of what Catherine is 

able to accept do please drop me a 

line at londonsuesc@gmail.com or 

check out her Facebook page entitled 

Westfield TerraCycle, where there is a 

lot more information to be found.  In 

the meantime see below for what 

Westfield TerraCycle can currently 

accept. 

Re-use, re-fill, recycle! 

Sue Collins, Camerton Parish 

Councillor 

• PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• LOFT CONVERSIONS

• SHOP FITTING

• EXTENSIONS

• DECORATING

• NEW BUILDS

53731

01761 471777
enquiries@taylorsofbath.co.uk 
www.taylorsofbath.co.uk
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The Somer Valley Ramblers group have 

enjoyed some great walks throughout 

the years, and now in 2020 we are still 

having some lovely walks, led by 

members of the group! 

We are a smallish friendly group, 

members of the Ramblers Association, 

and we walk every Sunday and 1st and 

3rd Wednesday in the month.  

The walks vary in distance, from 

approximately 5 miles to 10 miles and 

we stop for a packed lunch during the 

walk.  

We now have a “Young Ramblers” 

section in Somer Valley Ramblers. So if 

you are aged between 16 and 40 and 

would like to join a young group of 

walkers, our website address will give 

you all the information you need. 

Whatever the weather, walking is a 

great way of seeing the countryside, 

making new friends and getting exercise. 

So if you would like to know more about 

us, please look us up on the website for 

all the latest walks and information. 

www.somervalleyramblers.org.uk 

Somer Valley Ramblers 

http://www.somervalleyramblers.org.uk
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75th Anniversary of Victory in 

Europe (VE 75) 

In 2020 we will be asking the nation 

to remember the impact that 

leaving, missing and returning home 

has on service men and women & 

their loved ones – then and now. 

The commemorations for both VE 

and VJ Day will be the central part of 

our national remembrance and will 

bring home the scale of service and 

sacrifice made by men and women 

of the Second World War 

generation. A special programme of 

events marking VE 75 will take place 

over the Early May Bank Holiday 

2020 in Central London and has 

been designed to be of particular 

interest to all from the Second 

World War generation who served 

at home and overseas across the 

European theatre. Similar 

commemorations are expected to 

be reflected in communities across 

the nation.  

We are particularly pleased to 

announce that we plan to host 750 

veterans from across the UK, each 

accompanied by a nominated 

companion, to attend the VE 75 

events programme in Central 

London over the period 8-9 May 

2020.  Our invitation includes a fully 

funded plan for transport, meals 

and accommodation; veterans will 

travel to London courtesy of the 

National Rail Group on Thursday 7 

May 2020 and returning home on 

Sunday 10 May 2020. We encourage 

applications from all of those who 

contributed to victory in Europe 75 

years ago, including spouses and 

civilians from reserved occupations 

across the UK and Commonwealth. 

To find out more: Go to 

www.britishlegion.org.uk for 

further information on the three-

day event. For any other queries, 

please call us on 0203 053 7627 to 

speak to a member of our team. 

"Lest We Forget" Chris Fiddes 

The Royal British Legion 

Official Event – 8-9th May 

2020 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/


31 

On behalf of Timsbury Royal British 

Legion I would like to thank all the 

volunteers from Timsbury, Camerton 

and Tunley and all the businesses 

and various organisations who have 

supported us. We would also like to 

thank everyone for your very 

generous donations, helping us raise 

a grand total to date for 2019 of 

£4050.11. We do hope this will go 

up! due to our 'all year collecting 

tins' in shops and businesses around 

Timsbury before the collecting 

period for 2019 finishes in 

September this year. Please note: if 

anyone would like to have a small 

collecting tin at home for all your 

pennies!! just email or ring me.   

Without your support we would not 

be able to help the thousands of ex 

service men, women and their 

families. You can donate to the 

Poppy Appeal at any time 

throughout the year by visiting the 

Royal British Legion Club in the 

village, or you can donate some of 

your change in the collecting tins 

around the village throughout the 

year, or by logging onto their 

website. www.britishlegion.org.uk 

Chris Fiddes mob: 07923436950 or 
email: cfiddes@btinternet.com. 

Poppy Appeal 2019 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/


32 



33 

Dunkerton WI 

Dunkerton WI meets at Tunley 
Recreation Centre (BA2 0DZ) on 
the second Tuesday of the month 
(except for August). Meetings start 
at 7.15pm and end about 9.30pm. 
Every meeting we have a speaker 
or an activity. Tea, coffee and 
biscuits follow the speaker with 
lots of chat. We are a very lively, 
friendly group and our numbers 
are growing year on year - there 
are many members from 
Camerton. There is also a vibrant 
craft group and we are working on 
lots of ideas to develop new groups 
and activities. 

If you would like to join us as a 
visitor you can be assured of a very 
warm welcome – our WI is a great 
place to meet new people. You can 
find out more by visiting 
www.dunkertonwi.btck.co.uk 

JANUARY MEETING 

Dunkerton WI's first meeting of 
2020 was held on a night of 
pouring rain and a strong wind so it 
was heartening to see that so many 
people had braved the elements to 
attend. Our membership has been 
augmented by several new 
members; our popularity seems to 
be growing, which is very 

encouraging. Perhaps news of the 
homemade cakes is spreading along 
with the warm welcome that we hope 
is extended. 

With the business side of the meeting 
over, we were introduced to Mark 
Rutterford, a writer of short stories 
who hadn’t had far to travel, his 
home being here in Camerton. He 
dramatically read three of his own 
stories, using appropriate props, and 
acted as judge when it came to 
looking at members’ favourite books 
that had been brought to the meeting 
together with written comment as to 
why they had been chosen. 

 IndustrIal - Design anD BuilD

 HousIng

 CommerCIal - new anD RefuRBishment

general BuIldIng repaIrs
& maIntenanCe speCIalIsts

In ConservatIon and 
restoratIon Work

All enquires to:-
ken BIggs ContraCtors lImIted

HIgH street, HIgH lIttleton
BrIstol Bs39 6Hp

email; info@ken-biggs.co.uk
Web: www.ken-biggs.co.uk

telephone: 01761-470743

http://www.dunkertonwi.btck.co.uk
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Cam Valley Wildlife Group  
Website:  cvwg.org.uk 

Events Programme for March  

Talk on Wednesday 18th March 

Whales, Dolphins and Seabirds off the 
South West Coast 

by Tom Brereton of Marine Life 

Coffee & cake from 7.30 pm, talk 8 pm 

Members £2 (non-members £3) 

At Swallow 

Contact details: Judy on 07460 278311 
(phone or text) 

 

Moth trapping on Saturday 21st March 

Start time 6.00 pm. Chris Iles will be 
running moth traps on Haydon Batch 
from dusk for about three hours, 
hoping to coincide with the opening of 
the Sallow blossoms. Chris will be 
identifying the moths on site and either 
releasing them at the end of the 
evening or taking them home and 
releasing them at dusk the next 
evening. Moth trapping events proved 
to be popular in the past and it should 
be an interesting evening. All are 
welcome.   

The entrance to Haydon Batch is next 
to the Haydon Allotments and Haydon 
Village Hall (Haydon Cue & Social Club), 
Kilmersdon Rd, Haydon, Radstock, BA3 
2DQ. Contact details: 
kifill22@hotmail.com or phone 01761 
239092. 

Insect survey at Mells 
Yard on Saturday 18th 
April 

We will be looking for signs of spring 
insects, in particular Blue Carpenter 
and Red-tailed Mason bees, as well as 
making a note of other wildlife such as 
reptiles, spring flowers and birds. Meet 
at 10.30am on the Colliers Way mixed-
use route (National Cycle Network 
route 24) south-east of Kilmersdon 
cutting, about 2.5km down the path 
from the cutting (ST 716 512). There is 
limited parking at the start of the 
access road to the side entrance to 
Mells Yard (ST 712 514), so it is 
recommended that you either access 
via the National Cycle Route (Radstock - 
Kilmersdon - Great Elm - Frome) or car 
share. If the weather is bad, the event 
is likely to be cancelled or postponed. If 
you are unsure, please check. Contact 
details for queries: Deborah via 
camvalleywildlife@gmail.com or on 
01761 435563 (no answering machine). 

 

Herons and early butterflies at RSPB 
Swell Wood Sunday 26 April 2020 

A378 near Langport, TA3 6PX.  Meet at 
11am in the RSPB car park. We will aim 
to car share as much as possible as 
limited parking. Please bring packed 
lunch. We planned to go last year, but 
had to cancel due to storms. Let’s hope 
the weather is better this year! Contact 
details: Judy on 07460 278311, 
Judy.Hampshire@yahoo.co.uk 
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Our venue for indoor meetings: 

SWALLOW, Old Engine House, Old Pit 
Road, Midsomer Norton, BA3 4BQ 

If coming from Midsomer Norton, go up 
Silver Street, turn left into Charlton Rd, 
then at the end go left onto A367 
towards Radstock. Go past the row of 
shops on the left: Fosse Way Co-op store 
& Whitstones fish & chip shop. About 
300 yards further, just past zebra 
crossing and past Buildbase on your 
right, turn left at the sign for ‘Sun 

Chemical’ opposite the children’s 
playground/bowling club. This is a single 
track road - go along, road curves to the 
right, and just past the bend is the 
entrance to SWALLOW (sign on 
noticeboard at entrance). Go through the 
gateway and the meeting room is 
straight ahead on the far left. Plenty of 
parking. Please note that SatNav may 
take you astray! 

If you need any more information about 
anything please phone or text Judy on 
07460 278311. 
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Deadline for the next issue is 8 May. 

Dates for your diary 

Thu 5 Mar, 7.30pm  Cash Bingo, Camerton Community Hall. Eyes down 7.30pm  

Tue 10 Mar, 7.15pm  WI Meeting, Tunley Recreation Centre  

Thu 19 Mar, 7.30pm  Cash Bingo, Camerton Community Hall. Eyes down 7.30pm  

Wed 25 Mar, 7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting, Meeting Room, Purbeck Holiday Lets  

Fri 27 Mar, 7pm  
Winter Talk - “Behind the Scenes at Mendip Auction Rooms”, 
Camerton Community Hall  

Thu 2 Apr, 7.30pm  Cash Bingo, Camerton Community Hall. Eyes down 7.30pm  

Thu 9 Apr, 7.30pm  Holy Communion, St Peter’s Church, Camerton  

Fri 10 Apr, 12 to 1pm  The Watch at the Cross, St Luke’s Church, Priston  

Sun 12 Apr, 11.15am  Holy Communion, St Peter’s Church, Camerton  

Tue 14 Apr, 7.15pm  WI Meeting, Tunley Recreation Centre  

Thu 16 Apr, 7.30pm  Cash Bingo, Camerton Community Hall. Eyes down 7.30pm  

Fri 17 Apr, 6.30pm for 7pm      
French Cuisine Dinner, 3 course (Themed Dress Optional), 
Camerton Community Hall, £15 paid in advance to book 
cchallsecretary@gmail.com or 07866112689  

Thu 23 Apr, 7.30pm  Annual Parish Meeting, Camerton Community Hall  

Wed 6 May, 7.30pm  
Annual Parish Council Meeting, Meeting Room, Purbeck Holiday 
Lets  

Thu 7 May, 7.30pm  Cash Bingo, Camerton Community Hall. Eyes down 7.30pm  

Tue 12 May, 7.15pm  WI Meeting, Tunley Recreation Centre  

Thu 21 May, 7.30pm        Cash Bingo, Camerton Community Hall. Eyes down 7.30pm  

Camerton Parish Council do not endorse any product or service that is 

advertised within this newsletter. 




